
Blessed Sacrament Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
November 19, 2015 

 

In attendance: Margaret Klein, Harland Robinson, Tom Salkeld, Pat Colwell, Joanne Chandler, Ruby 

Hayes-Hibben, Maria DiValentin, Diane Hensley, Steve Kennedy, Father Tom McDermott 

Excused/Absent: Tanya Cutsforth, Michelle Lathrop, Mary Nichols, Abi Staples 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Steve Kennedy. 

Opening prayer and reflection was led by Ruby Hayes-Hibben. 

Steve Kennedy made a motion to approve October meeting minutes, Pat Colwell seconded the motion.  

The minutes were approved. 

Old Business 

Parking Lot:   

Tom Salked updated the council on current numbers.  Currently, the fund has a positive balance of $55K, 

of which $20K has been reserved for future parking lot maintenance and repair, with the remainder 

earmarked for building and maintenance projects. $2,733 remains to be paid thru monthly pledges. 

New Business 

Handicap Accessibility to Putz Hall:  

Fr. Tom has been approached by a potential donor who wants to know if we have any plans for building 

projects that her mother's estate might consider supporting. Fr. Tom feels the best fit for our needs and 

the donor's interest would be improving handicap accessibility for Putz Hall and is exploring alternative 

access options, to include installing a handicap parking area and wheelchair ramp on the west side of 

Putz Hall or an elevator adjacent to the existing interior access stairs. 

St. Vincent de Paul: 

Margaret Klein distributed a letter she had written to Mr. Gary Vent, President of the Waterloo/Cedar Falls 

St. Vincent de Paul Council regarding her concerns with Council operations and open meetings. Margaret 

also provided a copy of the Charity Report on the Waterloo/Cedar Falls Council created by the Better 

Business Bureau (BBB) on July 26, 2002 and valid until October 1, 2017. Margaret drew the attention of 

the Pastoral Council to two areas where St. Vincent de Paul fails to meet Standards for Charity 

Accountability and 14 areas of Standards of Charity Accountability that could not be verified by the BBB. 

Fr. Tom asked Council members to read Margaret's letter and the BBB Charity Review and stated he 

would ask Gary Vent to review Archdiocese policies addressing Margaret's concerns. Additional 

discussion on this issue was tabled to our next regular meeting. 

 
Other & Committees: Committee reports were waived due to time constraints associated with our 

Strategic Planning session. 

The next meeting will be February 16th
 
starting at 6:30 pm. 

Harland Robinson moved to adjourn, Pat Colwell seconded.  Meeting was adjourned at 6:30 pm. 

 


