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Upcoming  Special Events 
 Feb 14: Ash Wednesday 

 - 7:00 AM, Liturgy (with Ashes) 

 - 9:00 AM, School Liturgy (with Ashes) 

 - 6:00 PM, Liturgy (with Ashes) 

 Feb 15: 8:00 AM, Mass 

 - 8:30 AM to 11:00 AM, Adoration & Benediction  

  (every Thursday in Lent) 

 - 7:00 PM, Stations of the Cross - Marian Group 

  (every Thursday in Lent) 

 Feb 16: 5:00 PM, Stations of the Cross - Deacons 

  (every Friday in Lent) 

 Feb 17/18: First Sunday of Lent 

 Feb 19: 5:00 PM, Reconciliation; 5:30 PM, Mass 

 Feb 21: “Feed The Hungry” Food Packaging Party, 

 Parish Center 

 Feb 24/25: Second Sunday of Lent 

 Mar 3/4: Third Sunday of Lent 

 Mar 5: 5:00 PM, Reconciliation; 5:30 PM, Mass 

 Mar 10/11: Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 Mar 11: 4:00 PM, Communal Penance 

 Mar 12: 5:00 PM, Reconciliation; 5:30 PM, Mass 

 Mar 17/18: Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 Mar 19: 5:00 PM, Reconciliation; 5:30 PM, Mass 

 Mar 22: 11:00 - 11:45 AM, Reconciliation 

 Mar 24: 4:30 PM, Palm Sunday Liturgy 

 Mar 25: 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM, Palm Sunday Liturgies;                        

  12:30 - 1:00 PM, Reconciliation 

 Mar 26: 5:00 PM, Reconciliation; 5:30 PM, Mass 

 Mar 27: 2:00 PM, Chrism Mass, St. Raphael Cathedral, 

 Dubuque 

 Mar 27: 8:00 - 9:00 PM, Reconciliation 

 Mar 28: 9:00 AM, School Liturgy; 11:30 AM - 12:30 

 PM & 7:30 - 8:30 PM, Reconciliation  

 Mar 29: 7:00 PM, Liturgy of the Lord’s Last Supper  

         (no 8:00 AM Liturgy) 

 Mar 30: 6:00 PM, Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

   (no 8:00 AM Liturgy) 

 Mar 31: 8:00 PM, Vigil Mass of the Resurrection 

  (no 4:30 PM Liturgy) 

 Apr 1: 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM, Easter Sunday Liturgy 

 Apr 7: 1:00 PM, Confirmation, Columbus High School 

 Apr 14/15: First Communion Sunday (All Masses) 

 May 3: Salad Supper 

 May 13: Mother’s Day 

 May 19/20: Feast of Pentecost (Wear Red) 

 May 20: 3:00 PM, CHS Graduation 

 May 24: Last Day of School 
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Inside this issue: 

Lent 2018 Driven! 
    “The Spirit drove 

Jesus out into the 

desert” is how the 

Gospel for the 1st 

Sunday of Lent 

begins.  To be driven 

c o u l d  b e  a n 

enjoyable thing: 

someone kindly 

conveyed me to 

where I needed to go.  But more 

often—and surely in this case with 

Jesus—to be driven means more to be 

compelled. The compulsive force could 

come from within or without.  But 

again—surely here with Jesus—the 

Holy Spirit was working within Him, 

through God’s desire to save us from 

sin, and through Jesus’ desire to do the 

Father’s will for that salvation. 

    That same Holy Spirit also drives 

you and I forward into salvation! We 

experience this being driven less as 

coercion, and much more as nudges: 

from one’s desire for relationship, 

thirst for authenticity, appreciation for 

virtue, admiration for courage, and 

yearning for what is never quite 

satisfied by any of our earthly 

experiences.  Especially in Lent, the 

Holy Spirit will drive us toward 

holiness with compunction: a genuine 

sorrow for our sinfulness. God’s mercy 

will turn compunction into gratitude 

for salvation if we let it drive us into a 

more Christ-like life. 

    During Advent, we made a particular 

effort to listen to the Voices of each 

Sunday’s readings. This Lent we will 

focus on what “drive” the Holy Spirit 

awakens within through the Voice of 

each Sunday’s Gospel to move our 

hearts to repentance and healing. If we 

create the space in our lives to hear 

God’s voice each Sunday, the drive 

within to respond can be stirred-up, 

directed, and hopefully sustained long 

after Lent has ended!   

-  1st Sunday: Driven into prayer, 

fasting, almsgiving 
-  2 n d  S u n d a y :  D r i v e n  t o 

transformation by carrying one’s 

Cross 
-  3rd Sunday: Driven to push sin out 

of one’s life 
-  4th Sunday: Driven to leave the Dark 

and live in the Light 
-  5th Sunday: Driven to surrender to 

the Paschal Mystery for me 
-  Palm Sunday: Driven to the Cross 

and trust in the Father 
-  Easter Sunday: Driven to see the 

empty tomb and Easter faith  

    Being driven implies a force that is 

doing the moving, or changing. This 

also implies that there is resistance to 

that motion or change. Who among us 

has not found that to be true about Sin? 

Classically, St. Ignatius of Loyola 

spoke of two kinds of resistance 

common to the Spirit’s drive for 

compunction and conversion.  

    To keep us from thinking about 

change, Satan suggests my sin is not so 

bad, or okay for me. In each case, we 

are tempted to make myself, or others, 

instead of Jesus, the measure of my 

holiness or need to change.  There is a 

spiritual lethargy the Holy Spirit has to 

push against. 

    Once compunction starts considering 

a move closer to Christ as my model, 

Satan switches the resistance. He stirs 

up the feeling that changing this sinful 

habit is too hard, or too costly.    

    It takes a certain amount of drive and 

voices of encouragement to push me 

through resistance to change. I expect 

it’s true for you too!  Let’s direct our 

Lenten prayer, fasting, and acts of 

charity toward what opens one’s heart 

to the encouragement of the Holy 

Spirit. She will faithfully push us 

through the sin we want to drive 

beyond this Lent!  

           Fr. Tom 

Fr. Tom McDermott  

Pastor 

T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  B L E S S E D  S A C R A M E N T  
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Lenten Regulations Fr. Tom McDermott, Pastor 

  Lent is the principal penitential 

season in the Christian year. As 

d iocesan  gu ide l ines  s ta t e : 

“Everyone is strongly urged to 

develop and follow a program of 

voluntary self-denial (in addition to 

following the Lenten regulations), 

serious prayer, and a performance 

of works of charity and mercy.” 

  The Lenten regulations remain: 

 Everyone 14 years of age or over 

is bound to abstain from meat on 

Ash Wednesday, all Fridays of 

Lent, and Good Friday. 

 Everyone between 18 and 59 

years of age is bound to fast on 

Ash Wednesday and Good 

Friday. 

 Fast and abstinence means one 

full meatless meal is allowed. 

Two other meatless meals 

sufficient to maintain strength, 

but that don’t add up to a full 

meal, may be taken. Eating 

between meals on these days is 

not permitted. 

 When health or ability to work 

would be severely affected, the 

guidelines do not apply. 

  Abstaining from meat, and days of 

fasting, have been helpful for 

Christians for generations as a 

spiritual aid. Among the gifts 

abstaining and fasting offers is to 

mark with self-denial in a physical 

way, a time of reflection on other 

aspects of life that need greater self

-denial, so that we might be more 

available to our relationship with 

God. Please look at these guidelines 

not as just a burden, but rather as an 

invitation to come into closer touch 

with what we truly hunger for - the 

God who creates, sustains, and 

saves us. 

 

Lenten Small Group Book Discussion 
    Most of 

us probably 

take for 

g r a n t e d 

what we 

have learned 

and believed 

over the 

years about 

Jesus, but 

more and 

more we are 

likely to encounter people -- 

Catholic or not -- who don't. 

    And the truth is, many of us 

may have some doubts or 

questions about who Jesus was, 

and how reliable our information 

about him is. 

    The book we have chosen for 

individual study or small group 

discussions in the parishes this 

Lent addresses these questions and 

doubts directly and clearly. 

 Are the Gospels folklore? 

Were they written too late to 

be reliable? 

 What about the so-called “Lost 

Gospels,” such as “Q” and the 

Gospel of Thomas which aren't 

part of our Bible? 

 Did Jesus claim to be 

God?  Do all four Gospels 

recognize his divinity? 

 Why was Jesus crucified and 

what evidence is there for the 

Resurrection?  

    These are some of the important 

and  in t e res t ing ques t ions 

addressed in "The Case for Jesus--

The Biblical and Historical 

Evidence for Christ" written by 

Dr. Brant Pitre, professor of 

Sacred Scripture at Notre Dame 

Seminary in New Orleans.  

    For well over a hundred years 

many scholars have questioned the 

historical truth of the Gospels and 

others have argued that Jesus of 

Nazareth did not think he was 

God. 

    However, as Pitre shows in this 

book, recent discoveries in New 

Testament scholarship and 

neglected evidence from ancient 

manuscripts and the early church 

fathers refute this skepticism 

toward the Christian Gospels.   

    This is important information 

we need to have in order to 

convince family members, friends, 

and people we meet in public 

about the reliability of what we 

know and believe about Jesus. 

    Free copies of the book will be 

available to parish members and to 

anyone who participates in a faith-

sharing group. 

    “Learn to Grow,” as we say in 

faith formation, and plan to 

explore “The Case for Jesus” this 

Lent. 

 

[Register to participate in a 

Lenten faith-sharing group either 

in the Gathering Space, or online 

at: bit.do/lenten-faith-sharing] 

Dave Cushing,  

Director of Adult Faith Formation 

https://waterloocatholics.wufoo.com/forms/lenten-faithsharing-groups/
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Weekday Liturgy 
 

Mondays - 5:30 pm (except Feb 26th)  

Tuesdays - 8:00 am  

Wednesdays - 9:00 am  

Thursdays - 8:00 am 

Fridays - 8:00 am 

 

Adoration 
 

Thursdays - 8:30 am 

Benediction - 11:00 a.m. 

Reconciliation 
 

Mondays - 5:00 pm (except Feb 26th) 

 Tuesdays - 7:40 - 8:00 am  

Fridays - 7:40 - 8:00 am 

Mar 22nd - 11:00 to 11:45 am 

Mar 25th - 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

Mar 27th - 8:00 to 9:00 pm 

Mar 28th - 11:30 am to 12:30 pm & 

7:30 - 8:30 pm 
(To schedule a private reconciliation with 

Fr. Tom, call 319-233-6179) 

Communal Penance 
 

Sunday, Mar 11th - 4:00 pm 

 

Stations of the Cross 
 

Thursdays - 7:00 pm 

(with the Marian Group) 

Fridays - 5:00 pm 

(with the Deacons) 

 

2018 Lenten Weekly Schedule 

Lenten Project: “Feed The Hungry” 
    The Social Justice Committee of 

Blessed Sacrament Community strives 

to bridge the gap between the Gospel 

and the world we live in by promoting 

and coordinating charitable programs 

for the worldwide community which 

focus on current social issues such as 

hunger, homelessness, and poverty.       

    Thanks to the generosity of so many 

parishioners, the committee has been 

able  to  impact  hundreds  of 

underprivileged in our own community 

through the Caring Bag Program, 

Co mmu n i t y  M e a l s ,  a n d  t h e 

Community Garden, as well as our 

annual “Feed the Hungry” Lenten 

service program. 

    This year, we will 

again be working with 

Outreach, an affiliate 

of Kids Against 

Hunger, in Union, IA.  

They have a variety 

of ministries that 

work with meeting the needs of the 

poorest of the poor in the U.S. and 

around the world.  Kids Against 

Hunger is a national organization that 

coordinates food “packaging parties”, 

creating meals that are designed not 

only to be nutritious, but also feed 

many people for minimal cost.  Meals 

are formulated to prevent starvation. 

    Over the past four years, this project 

has grown from 32,000 meals provided 

by Blessed Sacrament Parish, at a cost 

of $8,000, to a city-wide effort 

involving additional volunteer and 

financial support from our fellow 

Catholic parishes and the Knights of 

Columbus, as well as from Zion 

L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  a n d  F i r s t 

Congregational Church. As the lead 

parish, we are truly making a positive 

impact in our community. 

    We invite everyone to participate in 

the “packaging parties” to be held in 

the parish center on Wednesday, 

February 21, 2018.  Our goal this year 

is to provide 44,000 pre-packaged, 

ready-to-eat, minestrone soup meals to 

the Northeast Iowa Food Bank and the 

St. Vincent de Paul Society. The 

minestrone soup meals cost just 25 

cents each!  Imagine 44,000 meals for 

only $11,000. 

    It is the goal of the Social Justice 

Committee to collect enough money 

from our faith community to not only 

cover the cost of this project, but 

hopefully exceed it.  As a parish that 

always steps up to a challenge, we 

know we can do it! 

    We invite and encourage everyone 

to participate in this project.  

Volunteers are needed for a variety of 

positions on packaging day. We will 

be offering sign-up sheets in the 

Gathering Space the weekends of 

January 27th/28th and February 

3rd/4th for the following shifts: 

 Set Up: 8:00 to 10:00 am (90 

volunteers needed) 

 1st Shift: Noon to 2:00 pm (80 

volunteers needed, in addition to 

school children) 

 2nd Shift: 6:00 to 7:00 pm 

(Religious Education families - no 

additional volunteers needed) 

 3rd Shift: 7:00 to 8:00 pm (125 

volunteers needed) 

 Cleanup: 8:00 pm (15 volunteers 

needed) 

    In addition, 

please pray for 

the recipients of 

these meals, and 

help with this 

w o r t h w h i l e 

cause as you 

make donations 

to the brass bucket.   We need 

everyone’s help to make this project 

a success! 

Derek Mineart, Project Coordinator 
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The joyful way to 

evangelize 
Spreading the good news comes from the 

heart. 

By Beth Haile  

Article Your Faith 

Published on USCatholic.org (http://www.uscatholic.org) 

Art covers the walls of a hip storefront in downtown 

Waterloo, Iowa. On the Saturday before Halloween, 

500 kids make their way inside to claim a piece of 

candy, with an open invitation to return in a few 

weeks to watch The Wizard of Oz. On a Friday 

evening dozens pack into the building to watch and 

discuss the original Star Wars film from 1977. 

Another evening a few people meet around a table to 

talk about what it is like either being or knowing a gay 

Catholic. And yet another evening an eclectic mix of 

homeless, hungry, and well-fed people gather to share 

a community meal. 

None of this may look like sharing the gospel, but 

according to Ellen Kuchera, one of the creators of 

COR at 220 East, this is where the heart of 

evangelization is taking place. COR, Latin for heart, is 

a project sponsored by the four Waterloo parishes with 

the primary goal of making connections between the 

church and the broader community. The project is 

intended to respond directly to the mandate that Pope 

Francis gave at World Youth Day in 2013: “I want a 

mess. I want to see the Church get closer to the 

people. . . . We cannot keep ourselves shut up in 

parishes, in our communities, when so many people 

are waiting for the Gospel.”  

I tend to associate evangelization with evangelical 

Protestants asking whether I have asked Jesus into my 

heart as my lord and savior. With the rising 

importance of evangelization in the Catholic Church, I 

have admittedly struggled with what this means for 

me, a cradle Catholic intensely uncomfortable with 

anything that smacks of imposing my own views on 

others. 

Pope Francis has attempted to respond to confusion 

like mine with a papacy focused on evangelization—

which consists not of “imposing new obligations” or 

proselytizing but rather of a church living out its joy 

and sharing its wealth of beauty, of culture, of 

resources with its neighbor. It is “by attraction” that 

the church grows, he writes in Evangelii Gaudium 

(The Joy of the Gospel). 

COR, which at first glance is not an obviously 

Catholic place, is attempting to help Catholics 

rediscover the joy of their faith and forge bridges of 

trust with the broader community so that this joy 

might be shared. Movie nights, concerts, and art 

shows, all of which are open to Catholics and non-

Catholics alike, are a crucial part of spreading the 

gospel because they create opportunities for lapsed 

Catholics and non-Christians to have positive 

encounters with Catholics.  

“There is no greater turnoff and insincerity than 

agenda-driven evangelization,” says Kuchera. At COR 

the goal is not to get people in the door so that they 

start coming to church but rather to get them in the 

door so that they know—and so that Catholics like me 

are reminded—that they are already beloved by Christ 

and by Christ’s church. The goal is to form a 

relationship with the hope that the real work of 

evangelization, the work of the Holy Spirit, can be 

achieved. This, it seems, is how Catholic 

evangelization ought to be done. 

This article also appears in the February 2018 issue of U.S. 
Catholic (Vol. 83, No. 2, page 10). 

Image: Priscilla Du Preez via Unsplash 

Published:  

Wednesday, January 17, 2018 

Beth Haile graduated from Boston College with her Ph.D., has 
taught moral theology at Caroll College in Montana, and is 
currently a writer living in Waterloo, Iowa. 

http://www.uscatholic.org/
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Communal Penance 
Sunday, March 11th 

4:00 PM 

Mass Schedule 
Holy Thursday - 7:00 PM 
Good Friday - 6:00 PM 

Holy Saturday - 8:00 PM 

Easter Sunday - 8:30 & 10:30 AM 

What’s New at COR? Ellen Kuchera, Coordinator of Young Adult Ministry 

 Cottonwood Canyon Coffee Shop 

is relocating into COR!  We were 

thrilled to be approached by 

Randolph Bryan, owner of 

Cottonwood Canyon, with the 

proposal to develop a kiosk-style 

coffee shop in COR.  The coffee 

shop is set to open by March 1.   

 We continue to get several rental 

requests for baby showers, bridal 

showers, and other parties.  We 

love being able to joyfully enter 

into these monumental moments of 

people’s lives, as well as provide 

opportunities for a wider audience 

to experience the magic of COR.   

 Ben Leuth, a recent UNI graduate 

is interning at COR in marketing 

and event planning.  Ben has been 

instrumental in helping us expand 

our online presence and develop 

our network in the community.   

 We hope to train our next group of 

hospitality ministry volunteers in 

February.  If you are interested in 

getting involved at COR, please 

contact  El len Kuchera at 

c o r 2 2 0 e a s t @ g m a i l . c o m .  

Volunteers may 

serve as much or 

as little time as 

they like in a 

variety of ways. 

Faith Formation Opportunities During Lent 

For Busy Catholics: Our Busy Catholic's Guide programs present essential information about some aspect of 

Catholic teaching or practice. These opportunities are designed for busy Catholic adults and young adults who want to 

review or re-learn what they once learned and may have forgotten ... for those who have recently joined or rejoined the 

Church ... and anyone else who wants to understand more clearly or participate more intentionally in various aspects of 

Catholic life.  Each session is conducted in a friendly, non-threatening atmosphere which includes an opportunity for 

questions and discussion. Free and open to the public. Pre-registration is not required. 

Busy Catholic’s Guide to Lent 
Thursday, February 15th 

 7:00 - 8:00 pm 

COR at 220 East 

  This opportunity is for adults and 

young adults who want to participate 

more intentionally in this important 

liturgical season. We will review the 

origin and purpose of Lent, major 

themes of the Lenten season, and 

various components  of Lent 

observance today.  

Busy Catholic’s Guide to 

Reconciliation 
Wednesday, March 7th 

7:00 - 8:00 pm 

COR at 220 East 

  Find out more about how and why 

Catholics celebrate the Sacrament of 

Penance. This session will address 

practical questions like when and how 

often Catholics go to confession, what 

formats are available, how to prepare, 

and what to say.  

Busy Catholic’s Guide to 

Holy Week 
Thursday, March 22nd 

7:00 - 8:00 pm 

COR at 220 East 

  Find out more about the most sacred 

time of the year. This session will 

discuss the origin and structure of 

Holy Week and the meaning of the 

three solemn holy days of Holy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy 

Saturday. 

For Inactive Catholics:  If you or someone you know is an inactive, alienated, angry or disillusioned Catholic 

or former Catholic, we welcome the opportunity to discuss your concerns and questions in a safe, understanding and 

nonjudgmental environment, even if you do not anticipate resuming participation in the Catholic faith community.  We 

have two opportunities for discussion scheduled on Wednesday, February 21st and Wednesday, February 28th. Both 

session will be held at COR at 220 East (220 E. 4th St., Waterloo) from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Mass Schedule 
7:00 AM - Liturgy (with Ashes) 
9:00 AM - School Liturgy (with Ashes) 
6:00 PM - Liturgy (with Ashes) 

February 14, 2018 

mailto:cor220east@gmail.com
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Stephani Leonard - A Journey to Faith 
    Hello, Blessed Sacrament. My 

name is Stephani Leonard and I am 

a Catechumen currently enrolled in 

RCIA. I would like to share my 

journey to the Catholic faith with 

you as I prepare for my Rite of 

Initiation at our Easter Vigil. 

    I was born in Waterloo and grew 

up in Dunkerton, attending 

Dunkerton Schools. As a child, I 

was not raised in a particular 

religious faith and was not 

baptized. My mother was raised as 

a Lutheran and would try to involve 

her children (myself and two 

brothers, Seth and Sean) in her 

faith, however, my father was not 

religious and did not support her 

efforts. While we were infrequent 

attendees at church and I would 

occasionally attend Mass with 

friends who were Catholic, I 

received no formal religious 

instruction and was uncomfortable 

in church. 

    After graduating from Dunkerton 

High School, I began attending 

Hawkeye Community College. It 

was during this time that I met my 

future husband, Nathan Leonard, 

son of Blessed Sacrament 

parishioners, Denise and Leo 

Leonard. As Nathan was a student 

at Iowa State, we began a long-

distance relationship, which ended 

up lasting five years - Nathan 

graduated from ISU and returned to 

Waterloo, while I graduated from 

Hawkeye and then attended ISU, 

earning a bachelor’s degree in 

Psychology. 

    I would occasionally attend Mass 

with Nathan at Blessed Sacrament, 

but was unsure of my beliefs and 

Nathan did not push. 

    We came to the realization that 

our love had matured and that we 

wished to marry and I began 

regularly attending Blessed 

Sacrament, where I felt welcomed 

and very comfortable. 

    As we wished to be married in 

the Catholic faith at Blessed 

Sacrament, I began meeting with 

Fr. Tom, who was very open and 

accepting and allayed my self-

consciousness. Nathan and I were 

also introduced to our marriage 

sponsor couple, Brian and Kathy 

Grete, who were very supportive 

and caring. 

    Nathan and I were married in 

2015 and have since been blessed 

with our beautiful daughter, 

Evelyn. 

    Over time, I realized that my 

growing faith in God has filled a 

personal void and has allowed me 

to feel at peace. This led me to a 

sure sense of my commitment to 

the Catholic faith and I concluded 

that the next step on my journey 

pointed to a more formal faith 

education. I began attending bible 

study and found a very supportive 

and fun group of Catholics who 

encourage my learning and answer 

my questions. I also enrolled in 

RCIA and was granted the Rite of 

Acceptance this past October - such 

an exciting and fulfilling moment 

for me as the community welcomed 

me to their family and expressed its 

support for me. 

    As I journey to fulfillment in my 

Catholic faith, I have reflected on 

my life and analyzed who I am as a 

person. I have found that I think 

about God more in my daily life. 

This positive influence helps me to 

make the right decisions and allows 

me to see the many different ways I 

can let faith into my daily life. I 

have come to understand that I 

cannot learn all there is to know all 

at once - it is a slow and steady 

process. 

    I am really excited to be on this 

journey of spiritual growth, hand in 

hand with Nathan as my Godparent, 

and I am most appreciative of the 

support and acceptance of my new 

parish family. God bless you and 

thank you. 

Stephani Leonard 

Estate Sale Services 

Downsizing? Clearing household goods from an estate? 

Blessed Sacrament parishioners offer Estate Sale Services for those willing to donate the proceeds back to 

Blessed Sacrament Parish. At your location, we will set up for a sale, advertise and staff the sale, and dispose 

of what remains after the sale. If you are interested in discussing or scheduling a sale with us, please call 

Margaret Klein at 319-429-1907 or email: margaret.lenz.klein@gmail.com 

mailto:margaret.lenz.klein@gmail.com


VOLUME 8 ,  ISSUE 2  COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS PAGE 7 

Daily Disciple: Maggie England Margaret Klein, Contributing Editor 

    Maggie was born with a certain 

lightness of being, a joy.  She 

showed leadership skills while yet 

in grade school at St. Patrick’s in 

Cedar Falls; when her third grade 

co-announcer at the annual school 

program came down with the flu, 

Maggie stepped in and handled 

both parts seamlessly. 

    In high school, Maggie met 

Ryan England, her future husband.  

They became fast friends and 

dated senior year.  A defining 

moment in Maggie’s faith life 

occurred junior year during her 

Confirmation retreat.  She felt the 

deep warmth of God among her 

classmates.  The experience was 

so enriching that she signed up to 

be on the retreat team her senior 

year, hoping to provide the same 

faith filled experience to others. 

    Maggie and Ryan decided to get 

married right after high school.  

They were true partners, finishing 

college, finding jobs, starting a 

family. Everything went as 

planned, until it didn’t. 

    There were no babies.  She and 

Ryan watched as others began 

their families; yet, no child came 

to them.  Years went by.  The 

decision to pursue adoption was 

finally reached.  The call came and 

there was a baby girl waiting at 

Iowa City Hospitals.  They named 

her Alice because she turned their 

world into a Wonderland. 

    The first frightening time in 

their marriage came within days of 

taking their baby home.  It took 

lawyers, court dates, and near 

financial ruin before they were 

legally allowed to finalize the 

adoption, two years later.  During 

the darkest time, instead of turning 

away from God, in anger and fear, 

they turned toward Him and laid 

those things at His feet. 

    It took a few years to recover 

financially from the blow of the 

first adoption, but they finally got 

the call that another baby girl was 

coming their way.  Her name is 

Maya, which means “the power by 

which the universe becomes 

manifest.”  She is a power alright 

and likes to softly announce, 

“Daddy says I da boss.” It’s 

probably the truth. 

    They know where their real 

treasure is.  It is in their God and 

in their family. 

    Maggie’s love and respect for 

Ryan, and his for her, has allowed 

them to form a true partnership. 

As they strive to set an example 

for their girls, the strength of their 

personal relationship allows them 

the freedom to jump in and 

volunteer at Blessed Sacrament. 

    Maggie participated in the two 

year adult education program 

known as IMPACT.  It deepened 

her understanding and renewed her 

commitment to her faith. The 

program helped her understand 

that stepping up to lead is really 

being the first follower, the servant 

of the servants.  She is a person 

who listens and leads humbly.  

She treasures every person she met 

along the way. 

    Home to Maggie is wherever 

Ryan, Alice, and the littlest boss, 

Maya, are.  Joy still shines through 

Maggie.  She knows who she is 

and where she’s going. She 

decided long ago to go with God 

and to put her trust in Him. 

 

Community Garage Sale 
    Our 3rd Annual Garage Sale will 

be held August 9th, 10th and 11th 

in the Parish Center. We hope it 

will be a record-breaking year! 

    Now is the time to begin looking 

around your home to see what you 

might want to donate. We hope to 

again have a semi-trailer this year 

to allow us to begin accepting your 

items earlier. Please bear with us as 

we work that out. 

    We have a great time at this sale. 

We want you to have a great time, 

too! Please consider signing up to 

help us. 

    Continue to watch for updates in 

the bulletin. 

    If you have questions or would 

like to sign up to help with the 

garage sale, please call Margaret 

Klein at 319-429-1907 or email:  

margaret.lenz.klein@gmail.com. 

 

Margaret Klein, Co-Chair 

mailto:margaret.lenz.klein@gmail.com
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    We are 

in the final 

stages of 

p r ep ar in g 

to provide 

child care at no cost during our 

Sunday, 10:30 a.m. Mass and 

expect to begin this service  

February 25th.  

 Parents will be able to drop-off 

children, ages 2 - 5, at the 

KidZone Daycare entrance no 

earlier than 10:10 a.m., with 

pickup promptly after Mass.  

 We ask that parents please 

provide a small, simple snack, 

diapers and/or a change of 

clothing for each child.  

 All children must be registered 

for the Sunday child care and 

parents will need to complete a 

registration form at or before 

their child’s/children’s first 

visit. To register in advance, 

please visit the parish website 

and complete the online 

registration form. You may also 

print a paper copy from the 

website and turn it in to the 

parish office: 
(www.blessedsacramentwaterloo.org/ 

child-care-registration) 

    Our Sunday child care will be 

staffed by at least one adult and two 

students depending on the number 

of children registered for the 

service. 

    While we plan on offering this 

service most Sundays throughout 

the year, please note that child care 

will not be available during special 

liturgical celebrations such as 

Easter, Christmas, etc. 

    O u r  t h a n k s  t o  P a r i s h 

Coordinators, Connie Fagle and 

Judy Bullis, for their efforts to 

establish this program as a service 

to the families of Blessed 

Sacrament. 

    For more information on our 

child care service, please contact 

Connie Fagle at 319-269-7506 or 

email: cfagle4218@mediacombb.net. 

         

Child Care for Sunday Mass Is Coming! Harland Robinson, Editor 

School News Angie Beck, Principal 

In preschool and daycare 

children learn in a loving, 

faith-filled environment. 

 

 

 

 

Blessed Sacrament students 

excel academically.  Hands-on 

and STEM activities engage 

and challenge students at all 

grade levels.  

There are many opportunities 

to live our faith in worship 

and service.  

Saturday, Feb 10th - Parish Center 
5:30 pm (or right after 4:30 Mass) 

Pizza, Lemonade, 

Water & Popcorn 

Provided! 

If you like, bring 

chairs, blankets and 

any other beverage. 

FAMILY 

http://www.blessedsacramentwaterloo.org/%20child-care-registration
http://www.blessedsacramentwaterloo.org/%20child-care-registration
mailto:cfagle4218@mediacombb.net
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A Legacy of Love: Ray Craft & The Fr. Putz Legacy Society 

Father Putz                  Legacy Society 

    According to Saint Paul, love 

never fails. 

    The clock pictured with this 

article is much more than a 

beautiful piece of furniture 

because it was one of many gifts 

of love given by a good man: Ray 

Craft. Ray gave this clock to his 

wife Aurilla. Ray loved his family, 

of course, but he also loved his 

friends, work, serving his parish, 

life, and God – and that life and 

love God breathed into Ray is still 

around us even after Ray’s earthly 

journey has finished. You might 

say Ray’s love whispers to us, his 

parish family.  

    Ray lived modestly and gave 

generously. He gave one of four 

major donations to our new 

parking lot fund a while back. And 

in addition to many other gifts, 

Ray gave a final gift to the 

Community of Blessed Sacrament 

by including us in his last will and 

testament. This last gift of Ray to 

all of us is just one fruit of a long, 

well-lived life. In this way, Ray 

continues to bless us even after his 

death. 

 

    Ray Craft loved this parish. 

 

    The life of this parish is one 

expression of the life Jesus Christ 

breathed into his Church, 

promising us that not even the 

gates of hell could prevail against 

it. Blessed Sacrament created the 

Father Louis Putz Legacy Society 

for everyone who wishes to leave 

a legacy to this parish. This kind 

of gift can be large or small by our 

standards, but it should only come 

from love – for God, for your 

family and friends, for this parish, 

and for the people who will learn 

to love God inside the Community 

of Blessed Sacrament long after 

we are gone.  

    We know this is true, because 

love never fails. 

     Pat Colwell 

(Pictured above: Alan Craft, son of 

Ray Craft, and Alan’s daughter, 

Madison, present the clock Ray 

donated to his parish family as part 

of his bequest.) 

    Parish Elections will be held on the 

weekend of May 12/13.  We will be 

electing one person to serve on the 

Pastoral Council to replace a member 

whose term expires in June and one 

person to the Waterloo Catholic Faith 

Formation Commission whose term 

also expires in June.  

    All Confirmed adults who are 

living a life reflective of our shared 

faith’s values and beliefs are eligible 

to run for these offices.  

    The purpose of the Pastoral 

Council is to offer counsel to, and 

collaborate with, the pastor to guide 

the parish toward its future. The 

Pastoral Council implements the 

Parish Mission by engaging in 

pastoral visioning, which includes 

assessing parish needs, identifying 

resources, and determining priorities.  

T h e  P a s t o ra l  Co u n c i l  a l so 

collaborates with the Finance Council 

a n d  p a r i s h  c o m m i t t e e s  i n 

implementing the Mission of the 

parish. Members are elected to serve a 

three-year term and may serve two 

consecutive terms. 

    The Waterloo Catholic Faith 

Formation Commission is  a 

consultative body providing counsel 

to the pastors of the four Waterloo 

Catholic parishes concerning faith 

formation and education programs. 

Members are elected to serve a three-

year term and may serve two 

consecutive terms. 

    Please pray about how the Holy 

Spirit might be asking you to put your 

gifts at the service of our parish’s 

work for the Lord in one of these 

roles. Nominations will close on 

Monday, April 30, 2018.    

    Contact Harland Robinson by 

email: robbyhcr@gmail.com  or call 

him at 319-233-3924 (H) or 319-230-

3773 (C) with your questions! 

Parish Elections - Call for Candidates Harland Robinson, PC Chair 

mailto:robbyhcr@gmail.com
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Ten Ways to Grow Closer to Christ this Lent & Easter Season – 2018 

   Ash Wednesday 

    Return 
 

Learn: Make a Retreat: Online, Parish, Retreat Center: https://www.dbqarch.org/offices/adult-faith/retreatspilgrimage-
opportunities/retreat-opportunities/ 
Look: The Significance of Ash Wednesday: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPTcMWpHfKk X 
Live: Six Ways to Evangelize During Lent: http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/ideas-for-
evangelization-during-lent.cfm 

   

1
st

 Sunday of Lent 

  Temptation 
 

Learn: Ideas for Lent in the Domestic Church: https://www.pinterest.com/dbqarch/lent-for-the-domestic-church/ 
Look: Lent – Temptation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCz99Lb7poY x 
Live: Renewal of Our Covenant with God – Oscar Romero: https://conviviumpress.com/blogs/news/92877955-oscar-romero-

on-lent-renewal-of-our-covenant-with-god 

   2
nd

 Sunday of Lent 

Transformation 

Learn: Lenten Prayer for Transformation: https://dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever/prayers-for-lent x 
Look: The Transfiguration: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Oyyh5RSjO0 
Live: Transformation – The Goal of Lent: http://catholicexchange.com/transformation-the-goal-of-lent 

 3rd
 Sunday of Lent 

  Wisdom 

Learn: 6 Timeless Lessons For Lent: https://thecatholictable.com/2015/02/17/mother-knows-best-six-timeless-lessons-for-lent/ 
Look: Ten Commandments - Skit Guys: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yFA0RzMXOa4 
Live: 5 Prayers You Should Say This Lenten Season: http://www.catholic.org/lent/story.php?id=73813 

 4
th

 Sunday of Lent 

Saving Grace 
  

Learn: The Journey from Darkness to Light: http://www.catholicworldreport.com/2015/03/14/john-316-and-the-journey-from-
darkness-to-light/ 
Look: John 3:16 in 60 Seconds: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAcdJ2Drf-Y 
Live: Opening Our Hearts to the Wonder of God’s Love: http://www.catholiccourier.com/articles/lent-opens-our-hearts-anew-
to-wonder-of-gods-love 

  5
th

 Sunday of Lent 

 Forgiveness 

Learn: Struggling With Forgiveness: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-3-J7hTTX3E 
Look: Forgiveness: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZoyoFEmk3Vk 
Live: How do I go to Confession? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ib8pzvnnL20 

     

 Palm Sunday 

Hosanna 
  

Learn: 8 Ways to Really Live Holy Week: http://www.patheos.com/blogs/margefenelon/2015/03/eight-ways-to-really-live-
holy-week/ 
Look: Holy Week Reflection: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2Y6Q69Fc4Y 
Live: Holy Week and Easter for Children: https://www.pinterest.com/dbqarch/holy-weekeaster-for-children-for-the-liturgical-
ye/ 

    

 Holy Thursday 

Eucharist 
 

Learn: All About Holy Thursday: https://www.thoughtco.com/holy-thursday-last-supper-542474 
Look: Take and Eat: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6EJJRaK69U 
Live: Love is a Verb: http://www.catholic.org/lent/story.php?id=27266 

     

  Good Friday 

 Obedience 
 

Learn: The Meaning of the Cross: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hS7XHev5eBI 
Look: Good Friday: http://www.catholic.org/lent/friday.php 
Live: Praying the Steps: A Good Friday Tradition: https://www.franciscanmedia.org/praying-the-steps-a-good-friday-tradition/ 

 

Easter Sunday 

Rejoice 
 

Learn: All About Easter Sunday: http://www.catholic.org/lent/easter.php 
Look: Resources For Easter to Pentecost: https://www.franciscanmedia.org/easter-to-pentecost/ 
Live: Praying and Living the Easter Octave: http://catholicexchange.com/praying-living-easter-octave 
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