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Upcoming Events 

 May 27:  Feast of Pentecost & 

Farewell to Mrs. Stirm at 8:30 Mass 

 Daily Masses during Summer 

Break Tues—Fri 8:00 AM 

 Individual Confessions: 

    Every Saturday 3:30—4:00 PM 

    Tuesdays & Thursdays 7:30 AM 

 Jun 11-14: Vacation Bible School 

 June 17: Father’s Day 

 June 18-22 Summer RE Class 1 

 June 18-22 Summer CORE 1 

 June 25-29 Summer RE Class 2 

 June 25-29 Summer CORE 2 
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Inside this issue: 

    2012 is a good year for the same 

weekend to hold Memorial Day, and 

the feast of Pentecost. Memorial Day 

recalls us to loved one’s who have 

died, especially in military service. 

Pentecost celebrates the birth of the 

Church as the Holy Spirit empowers 

the apostles to carry the Good News 

“to the ends of the earth.”  From those 

who went before us, we can draw grat-

itude, inspiration, and direction for 

today.  

     2012 is the 175th anniversary year 

of the Archdiocese of Dubuque.  We 

look back to those first missionaries, 

settlers, and Bishop Matthias Loras 

who brought the Catholic faith to the 

upper Midwest. Memorial Day, Pente-

cost, and the birthday of our diocesan 

Church remind us to reflect on how we 

arrived here in 2012, and what that 

might mean for one’s future.   

     “Some are born to greatness, others 

have it thrust upon them” is often 

quoted about the courage and leader-

ship from our veterans and saints. 

They found within themselves what 

was needed for the situation, though 

they never would have chosen to be in 

that spot.  So often they say, “I am no 

hero.  It had to be done, and I did it.” 

     We, as bearers of the Holy Spirit, 

are born to greatness in our baptismal 

potential to be Christ-like.  But don’t 

we also have greatness thrust upon 

us?  The world cries out for our Catho-

lic faith tradition’s: balanced social 

justice ethic, 

respect for 

the dignity of 

each person, 

reasoned use 

of scientific 

advances, 

and hopeful 

view of the 

future!   As was true for the Catholic 

settlers of eastern Iowa, the Holy 

Spirit wants to work through you and 

me to help our communities of faith, 

schools and efforts at social justice to 

bring Christ’s love into this part of 

the world!  Do feel the Holy Spirit 

“like a driving wind” pushing us to 

be great witnesses to this faith that 

has answers our culture needs? 

     Attached you will find a Time & 

Talent survey.  If you missed it at 

Mass, please indicate the gifts & tal-

ents you are willing to put in the Ho-

ly Spirit’s service, and return it to the 

parish office.  The greatness God 

blessed you with is needed! If you 

want to know more about our archdi-

ocese, ask at the office about the 

adult and children’s versions of the 

175th anniversary history. May what 

we learn from our past, and the needs 

of today, inspire us to reveal the com-

ing Kingdom of God!   

    May the Spirit come upon you and 

bless you. 

Fr. Tom 

. 

 

Led By the Spirit 

Pentecost Season 2012 

 

 

Please buy and use SCRIP. 

New SCRIP Partners are: 

 Target 

 

SCRIP News 

Fr. Tom McDermott 

Pastor 



   God has blessed me in so many 

ways these past 23 years that I have 

been a part of the Blessed Sacra-

ment family. My work as a teacher, 

and the last 10 years as principal, 

have been filled with many joys and 

excitement as we have journeyed 

through educational changes, sacra-

mental programs, musicals, and 

parish events.  

   I would like to express my sincere 

thanks to the families, staff, and 

students that I have come to know 

and love for bringing me closer to 

my ministry in the work of Christ. 

   Thank you for the many remem-

brances of thanksgiving, espe-

cially to Fr. Tom and the school 

staff, for making my last few 

weeks one big surprise!  

   I am also grateful to my hus-

band, Bob, our daughters, Ange-

la and Andrea, for supporting me 

in my work. Long hours and ab-

sences from home can take a toll 

on any family but I have had 

their undying support throughout 

the years.  

   I plan on spending time in 

Ohio with our two granddaugh-

ters, Anna and Abigail, having 

tea parties and reading “Fancy 

Nancy” books! 

   Please remember you all will be 

in my thoughts and prayers as I 

transition to a life of retirement. 

Blessings,  

Nancy Stirm 
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(Nancy Stirm, Principal) 

2012 First Communion Class 



Waterloo Optimist baseball and 

with the Heat Baseball Club, a trav-

eling tournament team.  In the fall, 

they both play football.  Their win-

ter sport of choice is basketball.  All 

of the sports keep the family very 

busy but they enjoy every minute of 

it.   

    Keith is an engineer for John 

Deere at the Product Engineering 

Center.  He has been there for 13 

years.  He works in Engine Engi-

neering helping to make John Deere 

diesel engines cleaner for the envi-

ronment while providing the power 

and durability needed by farmers 

and construction workers    

    Francie works for Principal Fi-

nancial Group.  Her current position 

involves helping the advisors that 

sell retirement plans with questions 

regarding administering the 

plans.  She has been with Principal 

Financial Group for 9 ½ years.  

   Even though the boys are their 

first priority, they still enjoy volun-

teering at the church and communi-

ty.  Keith is a current member of the 

Men’s Group and serves as a Eu-

charistic Minister.  He is also a vol-

Meet the New Principal 

 Daily Disciples:  Keith and Francie Luke  

   Hi !  My name is Julie Niemey-

er, and I will be the principal at 

Blessed Sacrament and Sacred 

Heart next year. I am a Waterloo 

native who has a long history of 

involvement in Catholic educa-

tion. In fact, my Catholic school 

career began at Blessed Sacra-

ment! I attended 1st grade here, 

then moved to Sacred Heart and 

graduated from Columbus High.  

    After graduation from UNI, I 

taught for a total of ten years at 

Sacred Heart before serving as 

principal there for ten years. 

  The next seven years in administra-

tion were at St. Athanasius-Jesup 

and the Don Bosco System. Three of 

those years involved having multiple 

buildings. 

  I returned to Sacred Heart last year 

(2011-2012.) 

   I believe I have a good understand-

ing of and appreciation for what 

makes a Catholic school distinctly 

different. I will work hard and do my 

very best to provide quality leader-

ship at Blessed Sacrament and Sa-

cred Heart.  
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    This issue’s Daily Disci-

ples are Keith and Francie 

Luke. 
     Keith and Francie Luke have 

been members of Blessed Sac-

rament for a little over 12 

years.   

    They met in high school and 

have been married for 15 

years.  They have two boys, An-

drew (12) and Kristopher (10).  

Both boys have attended 

Blessed Sacrament from pre-

school until the present time.       

    Andrew and Kristopher both 

enjoy playing and watching 

sports and are currently partici-

pating in baseball.  Andrew 

plays CVCS Middle School 

baseball and Waterloo Optimist 

baseball while Kristopher plays 

unteer coach for Waterloo Leisure 

Services.   

   Francie is currently the chair of 

the Parish Community Life com-

mittee, a member of MOMS, and 

also serves as a Eucharistic Minis-

ter.  Francie has previously served 

on the Pastoral Council for 6 years, 

co-organized the SCRIP program, 

and helped with Home School for a 

few years.  Together they volun-

teered for the Fall Festival, chairing 

the Men’s Raffle and many other 

duties.   

   In their “spare” time, Keith en-

joys tinkering around with cars and 

almost anything mechanical.  Fran-

cie enjoys working in the yard and 

nurturing her flowers.  They both 

enjoy spending time with family 

and friends and watching Andrew 

and Kristopher play sports. 

   When asked recently to become 

Sponsor Couples to work with 

those preparing for marriage, their 

response was a quick “yes”.  That is 

the typical response of our latest 

Daily Disciples. 
(Deacon Bob Stirm) 

(Deacon Bob Stirm) 
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THE COMMUNITY OF BLE SSED SACRAMENT  

Family Finale at 6:30 on Thursday.  

Registration forms are available in 

the Gathering Space or RE Office. 

Call Barb Duggan for more infor-

mation   235-9430 

   SUMMER RELIGIOUS EDU-

CATION – The Waterloo Parishes 

will again be offering a  2 week 

summer program for families with 

grade school and middle school 

students that find it difficult to fit 

the usual Wednesday night pro-

gram into their schedules.   Classes 

will meet Monday – Friday, June 

18-22 and June 25-29 from 9a.m. 

to noon at St. Edward’s School.   

Please let your friends and family 

know about the summer RE op-

tion. 

    SUMMER CORE – New this 

year is a summer CORE program, 

per family requests the Waterloo 

CALLING ALL FLIGHT CREW 

MEMBERS! 

   SKY Vacation Bible School is a 

collaboration between the Water-

loo Parishes (Blessed Sacrament, 

St. Edward, Sacred Heart and 

Queen of Peace) and is held at 

Blessed Sacrament.  VBS is open 

to any parish child ages 5 – 10.  

Sky sessions will be held Monday 

– Thursday, June 11 – 14 from 9 

a.m. to noon and culminate with a 

parishes are offering 2 week long 

sessions of CORE .  Session 1 is 

June 18-22 and Session 2 is June 

25-29, classes meet 9 a.m. to 3 

p.m. The program content areas 

are Morality& Peace and Justice 

with a Service Experience.  These  

are offerings that students would 

normally get during their Fresh-

man or Sophomore year at CORE 

but unique to the summer pro-

gram is the opportunity for Ser-

vice.  The Archdiocesan Confir-

mation guidelines require 2 years 

of high school theology; partici-

pation in either session 1 or 2 

would be the equivalent of one 

year of CORE. 

    To Register for either Summer 

RE or Summer CORE – contact 

Barb Duggan 235-94  
T

Summer Religious Ed Activities for Children and Youth 

Rectory  Phone   319-233-6179 

                   FAX      319-233-6051 

School  Phone   319-233-7863 

Day Care Phone   319-236-6131 

We’re on the Web! 

blessedsacramentwaterloo.org 
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Reconciliation: 3:30 PM Saturday or by appointment 

Masses      4:30 PM Saturday 

  8:30 AM & 10:30 AM  Sunday 

  8:00 AM  Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

  9:30 AM  Wednesday during school 

 

(Lori Zabler) 

Q:   What is the significance of the 

color of red for vestments?  Why 

are they worn for Pentecost and 

other days? 

A:  Red vestments are used for 

many special feast days.  Red is 

the worn for Pentecost to remind 

us of the Holy Spirit descending 

on the apostles in the form of 

“tongues of fire”.  Red vestments 

are also worn on feast days of mar-

tyrs.  They remind us that the mar-

tyr gave his or her blood for our 

faith. Red is also used on Palm 

Sunday and Good Friday to cel-

ebrate the Passion and death of 

Jesus.  Red was once used in 

ordinations to signify power but 

that has given way to white, a 

symbol of the feasts of Christ. 

 Q & A:  Seeing Red…. 


